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EDITOR 


"April 29, 1939 


Governor Olson Names Child Health Day 


In recognition of the widersicead activities now being undertaken in the promotion 
of child health throughout California, Governor Culbert L. Olson has issued the following 
proclamation: 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
State of California 


Proclamation 


As we build strong bodies and strong minds in our children baad so we build toward 
the desired generations of tomorrow. 

In protecting the health of California’s children, we are increasing our efficiency and 
happiness, conserving our human resources, and laying the foundation for greater com- 
munity and personal success for all citizens of this great state. 

It has long been a custom observed throughout the nation that one day each year be 


set aside as Child Health day in order that the people may take cognizance of the importance — 
of children’s health; so that on that day and every day in the year children’s welfare be 


dominant in the minds of all people; so that our citizens of tomorrow may have strong 
bodies, honest minds, and be guided in their youth toward the citizenship that this American 
democracy demands. 

In view of these facts, now, therefore, I, Culbert o Olson, Governor a the State 
of California, do hereby proclaim Monday, May Ist, 1939, as “Child Health Day,” and 
command all citizens to give widespread attention to all children in the state. 

IN Wrirness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of 
the State of California to be affixed this twentieth day of April, A.D. one thousand nine 
hundred and thirty-nine. 

CuLBERT L. OLson, Governor of California. 


SEAL Attest: Frank C. Jorpan, Secretary of State. 
| By Cuas. J. Hacerty, Deputy. 
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TO CONTROL RABIES, COLLECT STRAY DOGS 


The following extract from a letter written by a 
county health officer is characteristic : 
‘‘The dog was noticed for three or four days along 


the levee and always had a number of dogs around it. 
The man who observed it says that it was not vicious 


but seemed sick. He took the pup home and then 


noticed that afternoon that it had evident symptoms 
of dumb rabies and it began to snap aimlessly. He 


shot the dog and reported it and I ordered the dog 
sent in. 


‘‘Symptoms as observed on the day it was shot: 
Drooling at the mouth, inability to swallow, aimless 
snapping, but not of the vicious type; paralysis of 
the hind quarters. No humans were bitten as far 
as can be ascertained but do not know whether other 
dogs were bitten. 


**T have publicized the data in both papers - 


warned people of the district to watch their dogs for 
some time.’ 


_ More rabid dogs may confidently be expected in this 
vicinity, the earliest in about three weeks, and the 


‘last of the series may be as song as four months in 


developing. 


The collection and destruction of stray dogs is one 
of the most tmportent, means of preventing the spread 
of rabies. 

It should be a continuous procedure and should not 
be limited to seasons when rabies may be prevalent. 


HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE ENACTED 


The new Health and Safety Code passed by the 
legislature and signed by Governor Olson, April 7, 
1939, now Chapter 60, Acts of 1939, will not become 
effective until ninety days after the date of adjourn- 
ment of the legislature. There are many bills to 
amend the code that are now under consideration and, 
for that reason, copies of the complete code will not 
be available until some time after adjournment. 

Senate Bill 657, now Chapter 60, which is the code 
as adopted, without pending amendments, is not avail- 
able, the entire edition having become exhausted. 
The date at which the complete code will be available 
is dependent entirely upon the date of adjournment of 
the legislature, with allowance of a sufficient interval 
for the printing of the volume. 

Also, the edition of General Health Laws, formerly 
distributed by this department, is entirely exhausted 
and no copies are available. 


A sound mind in a sound body; if.the former be 
the glory of the latter, the latter is indispensable to 
the former.—Tryon Edwards. 


MATERNAL DEATHS, BY CAUSES 


Septicemia and septic abortion caused one-third of 
all maternal deaths registered in California last year. 
The proportion of deaths from these causes in 1937 
was the same. The total number of maternal deaths 
dropped, however, from 392 in 1937 to 341 in 1938. 
The following tabulation shows the numbers of such 
deaths, by causes, in 19387 and 1938: 


By Cause | 1938 1987 
Puerperal Hemorrhage 53 55 
Do 67 
Puerperal Albuminuria and Eclampsia 42 58 
Other toxemias of pregnancy___.--_____-__--__- 22 25 
16 
Other accidents of 64 


Maternal deaths, by races, in 1937 and 1938 are as 
follows: 


By Race 1938 1937 


BOTULISM CASE REPORTED 

A woman in Sacramento opened a can of home- 
canned figs March 11. She tasted the syrup and be- 
cause of the peculiar flavor threw the contents of the 
can in the chicken yard. On the following day she 
developed symptoms of botulism, with eye disturb- 
ances and headache. On the second day there was 
difficulty in swallowing and in breathing. Antitoxin 
was administered and the patient is convalescing at 
this time. Seventeen chickens died of limber neck, 
after eating this discarded food product. 


-UNDULANT FEVER REPORTED 


Three outbreaks of. undulant fever were investi- 
gated during March, in San Bernardino, Ventura and 
Butte counties. There were sixteen cases involved 
altogether, and all but three of these patients are 
known to have been drinking raw milk. In one 
instance, six cases have been traced to a single raw 
milk dairy. The health officers concerned have 
advised residents of their respective communities to 
use pasteurized or milk from tested herds only. 
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AN OLD SCOURGE BESTED 


Under the above title the Orland, California, 
‘‘Unit’’ recently published the following editorial per- 
taining to vaccination against smallpox: 


‘*A hundred years ago smallpox was one of the 
most dreaded diseases our forefathers had to combat. 
People died like flies when it struek a community, and 
those who survived were almost sure to carry the 
disfiguring marks through life. 

Since that time this disease has been stamped out 
to the extent that only a few cases are found here 
and there, and the disease is in general so light as to 
cause but little apprehension. A pock-marked indi- 
vidual 1s as rare as a person without eye brows. 


Vaccination through the past several generations 


is the only ground that has been adduced for the 
change. Vaccination has driven smallpox to the 


wall. It has done this so successfully that the absence 


of the disease has generated carelessness in use of the 
preventive, and smallpox is again beginning to show 
in spots all over the country where vaccination has 
been neglected or discouraged. Persistence in use of 
the preventive is regarded by physicians as the only 
safeguard, and the California Health Department is 
pursuing a campaign for protection of the children, 
and free vaccination for all who can not afford pay- 
ment, and treatment at very low rates for those who 
can afford it, is among the activities of the Depart- 
ment this year. Sober, practical reasoning would 
seem sufficient to convince any parent that safe- 
guarding his children in the only way so far dis- 
covered against this terrible disease is a duty that 
should not be lightly neglected.” 


ANOTHER RABIES DEATH 
A five-year old child died of rabies in Los Angeles 


County February 26. The family had a wire-haired 


dog that died in January. The animal had a litter 
of four pups in December, one of which died in Janu- 
ary. One pup bit the child on the leg below the 
knee and also bit the father on the hand before it 
died. The two remaining pups appeared to be normal. 


TRACHOMA 


An investigation among school children in Inyo 


County recently revealed the presence of two Indian 
children who were found definitely to have trachoma. 
Several cases suspicious of trachoma were discovered 
in white children, and in some of the desert sections 
children showed signs of eye irritation, but they were 
not regarded as trachomatous. 


NEW HEALTH OFFICER IN DEL NORTE 


Dr. C. W. Lane of Crescent City has been appointed 
health officer of Del Norte County to succeed Dr. Wil- 
son Stegeman. 


DISEASES REPORTABLE IN CALIFORNIA 


REPORTABLE ONLY 


Anthrax Malaria* 
Beriberi Pellagra 
Botulism Pneumonia (Lobar) 
Chancroid Relapsing Fever 
Coecidioidal Granuloma Rocky Mountain Spotted 
Dengue* Fever 
Fluke Infection Septic Sore Throat 
Food Poisoning Tetanus 
Glanderst Trichinosis © 
Hookworm Tularemia 
Jaundice (Infectious) Undulant Fever 
Lymphogranuloma 

Inguinale 

ISOLATION OF PATIENT 
Chickenpox -Ophthalmia Neonatorum 


Psittacosis 
Rabies (Animal) 
Rabies (Human) 


Dysentery (Amoebic) 
Dysentery 
Erysipelas 


German Measles Syphilis 
—Gonococcus Infection Trachoma 
Influenza Tuberculosis 
Measles Whooping Cough 
Mumps 
QUARANTINABLE 
Cholerat Searlet Fever | 
Diphtheria Smallpox 
Encephalitis (Epidemic) Typhoid and Para- 
Leprosy typhoid Fever 
Meningitis (Epidemic) Typhus Fever 
Plaguet Yellow Fevert 
Acute Anterior Poliomye- 


* Patients should be kept in mosquito-free room. 
+ Cases to be reported to State Department of. Public Health 
by telephone or telegraph and special instructions will be issued. 


MORBIDITY 


Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week Ending 
April 22, 1939 


Chickenpox 


1106 cases: Alameda County 9, Alameda 5, Berkeley 9, Liver- 
more 11, Oakland 32, Piedmont 1, Butte County 1, Biggs l, 
Chico 25, Colusa 1, Antioch 5, El Cerrito 2, Concord 3, Fresno 
County 13, Fresno 2, Sanger 1, Inyo County 6, Kern County 14, 
Los Angeles County 85, Alhambra 12, Arcadia 1, Compton 9, 
El Monte 2, Glendale 14, Huntington Park 16, Long Beach 24, 
Los Angeles 134, Monrovia 6, Montebello 2, Pasadena 9, Pomona 
3, San Gabriel 25, San Marino 4, Santa Monica 14, Sierra 
Madre 1, South Pasadena 1, Whittier 2, Lynwood 3, South 
Gate 12, Monterey Park 2, Maywood 1, Bell 7, Gardena l, 
Madera County 1, Marin County 1, Mill Valley 1, San Rafael 2, 
Sausalito 3, Fort Bragg 7, Merced County 5, Modoc County 
3, Orange County 10, Anaheim 20, Fullerton 2, Orange 8, La 
Habra 2, Placer County Roseville Beaumont Corona 
5, Sacramento County 34, Sacramento 51, North Sacramento 2, 
San Bernardino County 16, Colton 3, San Diego County 24, 
Chula Vista 11, El Cajon 7, Escondido 5, La Mesa 2, National 
City 6, Oceanside 2, San ‘Diego 65, San Francisco 121, San 
Joaquin County 15, Stockton 25, San Luis Obispo County 4 
San Mateo County 2, Burlingame 3, Daley City 1, San Mateo 1, 
Santa Maria 2, Santa Clara County 4, Mountain View 1, Palo 
Alto 1, San Jose 33, Santa Clara 3, Santa Cruz County 6, 
Santa Cruz 1. Solano County 1, Sonoma County 4, Stanislaus 
County 3, Oakdale 8, Red Bluff 2, Trinity County 3, Tulare 
County 22, Fillmore 3, Ventura 1, Yolo County 7, California 2.* 
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Diphtheria 


14 cases: Oakland 1, Los Angeles 7, Pasadena 1, Salinas 1, | 


San Francisco 1, San Luis Obispo County 1, San Luis Obispo 
1, San Jose 1. 


German Measles 


44 cases: Alameda 2, Albany 1, Berkeley 1, Oakland 1, Contra 
Costa County 1, Del Norte County 3, Fresno County 1, Hum- 
boldt County 1, Los Angeles County 5, Glendale 2, Long 
Beach 8, Los Angeles 3, Pomona 1, San Rafael 1, Orange 
County 1, Anaheim 1, Orange 1, Santa Ana l, Blythe 2, San 
Diego County 1, San Diego 1, San Joaquin County 2, San Mateo 
County 1, Lompoc 1, Stanislaus County 5, Yolo County 1. 


Influenza 


83 cases: Berkeley 10, Contra Costa County 1, Fresno County 
6, Inyo County 7, Los Angeles County 8, Glendale 3, Hunting- 
ton Park 2, Los Angeles 11, Pasadena 1, Hawthorne 1, Monte- 
rey County 2, Monterey 1, Roseville 5, Sacramento County 2, 
Sacramento 8, San Francisco 5, San Mateo County 1, South 
San Francisco 7, Tulare County 1, Lindsay 1. 


Malaria 


4 cases: Sonoma County 1, Visalia 1, Winters 1, Marys- 
ville 1. 


Measles 


8616 cases: Alameda County 60, Alameda 27, Albany 13, 
Berkeley 120, Emeryville 3, Hayward 10, Livermore 2, Oakland 
137, Piedmont 28, San Leandro 2, Alpine County 8, Butte 
County 4, Chico 2, Contra Costa County 24, Antioch 2, El 
Cerrito 8, Martinez 10, Pittsburg 3, Richmond 58, Walnut Creek 
7, El Dorado County 2, Fresno County 15, Fresno 22, Sanger 
1, Humboldt County 41, Arcata 16, Eureka 11, Inyo County 17, 
Kern County 25, Bakersfield 1, Lake County 16, Lakeport 5, 
Los Angeles County 411, Alhambra 7, Arcadia 7, Azusa 1, 
Burbank 17, Claremont 8, Compton 15, Culver City 16, El 
Monte 7, El Segundo 1, Glendale 53, Huntington Park 9, 
Inglewood 4, La Verne 1, Long Beach 106, Los Angeles 527, 
Monrovia 22, Montebello 9, Pasadena 5, Pomona 25, Redondo 
3, San Gabriel 1, San Marino 1, Santa Monica 49, South 
Pasadena 3, Whittier 2, Torrance 1, Lynwood 17, Hawthorne 
1, South Gate 31, Monterey Park 9, Maywood 9, Bell 1, Marin 
County 1, Mill Valley 48, San Rafael 8, Mendocino County 5, 
Fort Bragg 4, Merced County 25, Gustine 13, Merced 2, Mono 
County 9, Monterey County 48, King City 7, Monterey 1, 
Salinas 7, Napa County 2, Napa 2, St. Helena 7, Orange 
County 58, Anaheim 23, Fullerton 19, Huntington Beach 6, 
Santa Ana 5, Seal Beach 2, La Habra 10, Laguna Beach 3, 
Linecoin 5, Roseville 24, Plumas County 9, Riverside County 13, 


‘Beaumont 2, Blythe 1, Corona 16, Elsinore 1, Perris 2, River- 


side 14, Indio 13, Sacramento County 70, Sacramento 182, Hollis- 
ter 1, San Bernardino County 23, Colton 4, Ontario 1, Red- 


lands 4, San Bernardino 19, San Diego County 5, Chula Vista 


8, Coronado 1, San Diego 97, San Francisco 103, San Joaquin 
County 79, Lodi 8, Stockton 27, San Luis Obispo County 6, 
Paso Robles 9, San Luis Obispo 1, San Mateo County 27, 
Burlingame 13, Daly City 9, Redwood City 5, San Mateo 11, 
South San Francisco 6, Atherton 4, San Carlos 1, Menlo 
Park 15, Santa Barbara County 2, Lompoc 7, Santa Barbara 2, 
Santa Clara County 35, Los Gatos 13, Mountain View 20, Palo 
Alto 36, San Jose 18, Sunnyvale 6, Santa Cruz County 8, 
Watsonville 14, Shasta County 8, Solano County 23, Sonoma 
County 28, Healdsburg 3, Petaluma 4, Stanislaus County 41, 


' Modesto 5, Oakdale 61, Tulare County 22, Lindsay 12, Porter- 


ville 2, Visalia 1, Ventura County 2, Fillmore 1, Oxnard 1, Yolo 
County 9, Davis 1, Woodland 1, Marysville 1, California 1.* 


Mumps 


1164 cases: Alameda County 10, Alameda 3, Albany 1, Berke- 
ley 65, Hayward 6, Livermore 2, Oakland 97, Piedmont 14, San 
Leandro 4, Chico 1, Contra Costa County 28, Antioch 21, Con- 
cord 2, El Cerrito 3, Martinez 11, Pittsburg 3, Richmond 12, 
Walnut Creek 3, Del Norte County 10, Fresno County 10, Fresno 
5, Glenn County 2, Kern County 48, Bakersfield 6, Hanford 1, 
Los Angeles County 35, Alhambra 4, Arcadia 1, Glendale 14, 
Glendora 2, Huntington Park 2, Long Beach 3, Los Angeles 61, 
Manhattan 1, Monrovia 12, Pasadena 12, Redondo 1, San Gabriel 
1, San Marino 3, South Pasadena 1, Lynwood 11, South Gate 2, 
Bell 2, Madera County 2, Marin County 3, Mill Valley 7, San 
Rafael 14, Sausalito 1, Mendocino County 7, Merced County 
10, Gustine 1, Monterey 2, Salinas 1, Napa County 1, Napa 3 
St. Helena 4, Orange County 8, Fullerton 2, Santa Ana 1, 
Laguna Beach 1, Lincoln 2, Roseville 1, Plumas County 1, 
Riverside County 1, Beaumont 2, Blythe 3, Riverside 11, Sacra- 
mento County 44, Sacramento 67, North Sacramento 1, San 
Benito County 1, Hollister 4, San Bernardino County 14, Col- 
ton_1, Ontario 4, Redlands 1, San Diego County 21, Oceanside 
4, San Diego 12, San Francisco 107, San Joaquin County 37, 
Stockton 29, San Luis Obispo County 5, San Luis Obispo 14, 
San Mateo County 4, Burlingame 2, San Mateo 1, Santa Bar- 
bara 1. Santa Clara County 2, Palo Alto 1, San Jose 8, Santa 
Cruz County 17, Shasta County 4, Solano County 20, Vacaville 
5, Vallejo 1, Sonoma County 1, Stanislaus County 21, Oak- 
dale 2, Sutter County 1, Trinity County 45, Tulare County 25, 
Lindsay 3, Oxnard 1, Yolo County 1, Woodland 11, Winters 1. 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 
70 cases: Berkeley 2, Oakland 7, Antioch 1, Los Angeles 


County 9, Azusa 1, Compton 1, Glendale 2, Inglewood 1, Los 
Angeles 23, San Gabriel 1, Sierra Madre 2, Whittier 1, Bell 1, 
Sacramento County 4, Sacramento 3, San Diego 2, San Fran- 
cisco 4, San Luis Obispo County 1, Redding 1, Visalia 1, 
Ventura County 1, Marysville 1. 


Scarlet Fever 


181 cases: Oakland 5, Butte County 2, Chico 1, Colusa County 
2, Contra Costa County 3, Martinez 2, Pittsburg 1, Fresno 
County 9, Fresno 1, Sanger 1, Kern County 5, Hanford 1, Los 
Angeles County 18, Alhambra 1, Arcadia 1, Burbank 1, Glendale 
4, Los Angeles 47, Pasadena 1, Pomona 1, San Gabriel 1, Sierra 
Madre i, Torrance 1, South Gate 1, Bell 1, Madera County 3, 
San Rafael 2, Napa County 1, Orange County 3, Orange 1, 
Placentia 1, Placer County 4, Banning 1, Elsinore 1, Riverside 
3, Sacramento County 2, Sacramento 2, San Bernardino County 
1, San Bernardino 1, San Diego County 1, San Diego 3, San 
Francisco 8, San Joaquin County 2, Stockton 2, San Luis 
Obispo 2, Santa Barbara County 2, Santa Barbara 1, Santa 


Clara County 3, San Jose 2, Santa Clara 1, Solano County 1, 


Sonoma County 3, Turlock 1, Tulare County 7, Ojai 2, Winters 1, 
Woodland 1. 
Smallpox | 


21 cases: Oakland 1, Calaveras County 1, Fresno County 1, 
Fowler 1, Hanford 2, Monterey County 1, Riverside 1, Sacra- 
mento 1, Hollister 6, Colton 1, Sutter County 1, Tulare County 


3, Visalia 1. 
Typhoid Fever 


7 cases: Fresno County 1, Imperial County 1, Indio 1, San 
Francisco 1, San Joaquin County 1, California 2.* 


Whooping Cough 


245 cases: Alameda County 2, Berkeley 3, Oakland 1, Contra 
Costa County 1, Imperial County 1, Inyo County 5, Kern County 
14, Bakersfield 2, Los Angeles County 33, Alhambra 4, Glen- 
dale 1, Hermosa 1, Huntington Park 7, Long Beach 22, Los 
Angeles 50, Manhattan 4, Montebello 2, Redondo 1, San Fer- 
nando 3, San Marino 1, Santa Monica 2, Sierra Madre 3, Lyn- 
wood 1, Monterey Park 1, Gardena 1, Mendocino County 2, 
Orange County 2, Anaheim 9, Brea 1, Fullerton 5, Santa Ana 
9, Sacramento 1, San Bernardino 3, San Diego County 8, San 
Diego 18, San Francisco 10, San Joaquin County 4, San Luis © 
Obispo County 1, Daly City 1, Santa Barbara 1, Stanislaus 


County 1, Ventura County 3. 
Meningitis (Epidemic) 
2 cases: Kern County 1, San Francisco 1. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 
One case: Los Angeles. 


Pellagra 

5 cases: Kern County 1, Los Angeles County 2, Sonoma 
County 2. 
Tetanus | 

2 cases: Los Angeles County. 


Trachoma | 
5 cases: El Monte 1, Los Angeles 1, Riverside County 3. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic) 
2 cases: Berkeley 1, Fresno County 1. 


Food Poisoning 
8 cases: Pasadena 3, Orange 1, San Francisco 3, Tulare 


County 1. 
Undulant Fever | 
5 cases: Chico 1, Alhambra 1, Riverside County 1, Riverside 1, 
Visalia 1. | 
Coccidioidal Granuloma 
3 cases: Fresno County 1, Kern County 1, Santa Barbara 1. 


Septic Sore Throat 


7 cases: Oakland 1, Newport Beach 1, Laguna Beach 2, 
Santa Clara County 3. 


Rabies (Animal) . 


28 cases: Fresno County 2, Calexico 1, El Centro 1, Delano 
1, Los Angeles County 7, Alhambra 1, Los Angeles 3, Haw- 
thorne 1, South Gate 1, Bell 1, Monterey County 1, Monterey 
2, Salinas 1, Sacramento County 1, San Luis Obispo County 1, 
Santa Clara County 1, Tulare County 2. 


* Cases charged to ‘California’ represent patients ill before 
entering the state or those who contracted their illness travel- 
ing about the State throughout the incubation period of 
the disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 
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